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With his life tumbling about him into ruins
Peer Gynt returns to Solvejg, the woman who
had loved him and had believed in him through
all the sad years of his wandering,, and who,
though she is now old and blind, had never
doubted that he would come back to her. He
thought that she might tell the tale of his cruel
rejection of her and show how once, at all events,
he did something which might be submitted to
his Judge. But she has no charge against Peer;
on the contrary she affirms that the love he had
awakened in her heart was its priceless possession
and joy.

And then when hope was dead within him, the
dayspring rose upon Peer Gynt through Solvejg's
faith and love. Perhaps, he thinks, she could tell
what had become of that ideal self, which she
must have seen once, and which she had loved
through all the years.

PEER GYNT, " Canst thou tell where Peer Gynt
has been since we parted?

SOLVEJG, "Been?"

PEER GYNT, " With his destiny's seal on his brow
Been, as in God's thought he first
sprang forth,